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In December 2007 the infamous Greek anti-Semitic writer Kostas Plevris, following complaints from the Greek Jewish community (KIS), the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM, a human rights organization) and the Anti-Nazi Initiative (Antinazistiki Protovoulia) was taken to court for “incitement to racial hatred and violence against the Jews” in his book “Jews – the Whole truth”. Despite an apparent anti-Semitic atmosphere in the courtroom, Plevris was eventually sentenced to a 14 month jail-term, as well as a three year probation period.

Three years later, and it is Plevris who is taking the human rights and anti-Nazi activists to court. This extraordinary turn of events comes as the result of a long chain of legal actions.

In March 2009 Plevris succeeded in appealing his case and was thus declared “‘not guilty’ of incitement to racial hatred and violence against the Jews”. Following this, a request was made in July 2009 for what is known as a “cassation in favour of the law”, which, had it been successful, would have prevented the verdict being used as precedence for future, similar cases ; though it should be noted that this would not have had the power to reverse the appeal verdict. However, on 15th October 2009 this demand was dismissed.

All of which brings us to our current state of affairs.

On 6th December 2010 three officers of the Anti-Nazi Initiative will be tried by the Appeals Court of Athens for “dissemination of false information through the medium of the press”. Then in January 2011, two representatives from the GHM, including spokesperson Panayote Dimitras, as well as four KIS officers, Benjamin Albalas, Leon Gavrilidis, Moisis Konstantinis, and Avraam Reitan, will be tried before the 6th Misdemeanors Court of Athens for false accusations, perjury and aggravated defamation against Kostas Plevris, following a complaint he filed.

The activists from the Anti-Nazi Initiative are being tried for claiming that Plevris was supported by a network of anti-Semitic prosecutors and judges within the Greek judicial system. Yet how else are we to understand that a self-declared and notorious anti-Semite has been acquitted of incitement to racial hatred ?

According to reports from the original trial prosecuting Plevris in 2007, the judge expelled the prosecution lawyers from the court, characterized Plevris’ book as “scientific writing”, and at one point the Prosecutor of the Court asked the witness of the Anti-Nazi Initiative, Mrs. Anna Stai, “Would you like to be judged and condemned by a Nazi Court ?”

Whether or not there exists a network of anti-Semites within the Greek judicial system, there is clearly something amiss here. These are not the types of reports one would expect to hear coming from a court of justice within the European Union.

But let us look now to the trial set for January 2011. The defendants are being tried for false accusations, perjury and aggravated defamation against Kostas Plevris, those accusations being the incitement to racism for which Plevris was originally on trial.

Plevris was acquitted on the basis that his book commented on Jewish-Zionists only and not the Jews as a nation or a race. This being the case, how then did he explain the following excerpts from his book, “Jews – the Whole Truth” ?

Blatant Holocaust-denial :

“Free yourselves from Jewish propaganda that deceives you with falsehoods about concentration camps, gas chambers, ‘ovens’ and other fairy tales about the pseudo-holocaust.”
And shocking anti-Semitic proclamations :

“Wake up, the scheming Jews are digging the grave of Nations. Wake up, and throw them in because they deserve it.”

“It is the fault of the civilized world that tolerates the international parasites that are called Jews… the time for retaliation has come.” “We despise them for their morality, for their religion, for their deeds, which together prove that they are sub-human.”
It beggars belief that any court of justice of a democratic country could not condemn this book as a piece of odious and dangerous literature designed to incite hatred and violence against the Jewish people.

Leaders from the Jewish community of Greece and human rights activists are being asked to defend themselves for voicing their concerns about a book that labels Jews “sub-human”. Am I alone in noticing the absurdity here ? It is like some bizarre “through the looking glass” legal system where the victims have ended up as the accused.

Greece has been a member of the EU since 1981 and should therefore be able to deliver justice reliably to European standards. To arrive at such a situation questions the very legitimacy of the Greek judicial system.

One can only hope that this is just a blip and not a precursor of things to come ; that Greece will uphold its values of justice and throw these cases out of court, thereby restoring our faith in a judicial system that should protect instead of condemn the innocent victim.
